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Majjhima-nikaya, Sutta No. 7. Vatthupama Sutta. The
Simile of the Cloth. Translated from the Pali by Nyanaponika
Thera

1. Thus have I heard. Once the Blessed One was staying at
Savatthi, in Jeta’s Grove, Anathapindika’s monastery. There he
addressed the monks thus: “Monks.” — “Venerable sir,” they
replied. The Blessed One said this:

2. “Monks, suppose a cloth were stained and dirty, and a
dyer dipped it in some dye or other, whether blue or yellow or
red or pink, it would take the dye badly and be impure in color.
And why is that? Because the cloth was not clean. So too,

monks, when the mind is defiled, an unhappy destination [in a

future existence] may be expected.

“Monks, suppose a cloth were clean and bright, and a dyer
dipped it in some dye or other, whether blue or yellow or red or
pink, it would take the dye well and be pure in color. And why
is that? Because the cloth was clean. So too, monks, when the
mind is undefiled, a happy destination [in a future existence]
may be expected.

3. “And what, monks, are the defilements of the mind?
Covetousness and unrighteous greed are a defilement of the
mind; ill will is a defilement of the mind; anger is a defilement
of the mind; hostility... denigration... domineering... envy... jeal-
ousy... hypocrisy... fraud... obstinacy... presumption... conceit...
arrogance... vanity... negligence is a defilement of the mind.

4. “Knowing, monks, covetousness and unrighteous greed
to be a defilement of the mind, the monk abandons them.

Source: From The Simile of the Cloth & the Discourse on
Effacement (WH 61), edited by Nyanaponika Thera (Kandy:
Buddhist Publication Society, 1988). Copyright © 1988 Bud-
dhist Publication Society. From website: accesstoinsight.org
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