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“If we do not get attached to our desires and emotions, life would flow like a song (so
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1. What the Teaching Is Not (Brahmajala Sutta) : The Supreme Net. The Long Discourse of
the Buddha by Maurice Walshe. Page 67, Wisdom Publication.

2. There are, monks, some ascetics and Brahmins who are partly Eternalists and partly
Non-Eternalists, who proclaim the partial eternity and the partial non-eternity of the self
and the world in four ways.

3. There comes a time, monks, sooner or later after a long period, when this world contracts.

At a time of contraction, beings are mostly reborn in the Abhassara Brahma world. And
there they dwell, mind-made, feeding on delight, self-luminous, moving through the air,
glorious——and they stay like that for a very long time.
But the time comes, sooner or later after a long period, when this world begins to expand.
In this expanding world an empty palace of Brahma appears. And then one being, from
exhaustion of his life-span or of his merits, falls from the Abhassara world and arises in
the empty Brahma-palace. And there he dwells, mind-made, feeding on delight,
self-luminous, moving through the air, glorious——and he stays like that for a very long
time.

4. Then in this being who has been alone for long there arises unrest, discontent and worry,
and he thinks: “Oh, if only some other beings would come here!”And other merits, fall
from the Abhassra world and arise in the Brahma-palace as companions for this being.
And there they dwell, mind-made......and they stay like that for a very long time.

‘and then, monks, that being who first arose there thinks: “I am Brahma, the Great
Brahma, the Conqueror, the Unconquered, the All-Seeing, the All-Powerful, the lord, the
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Maker and Creator, Ruler, Appointer and Orderer, Father of All That Have Been and
Shall Be. These beings were created by me. How so? Because | first had this thought:
‘Oh, if only some other beings would come here! That my wish, and then these beings
came into this existence!” But those beings who arose subsequently think: “This, friends,
is Brahma, Great Brahma, the Conqueror, the Unconquered, the All-seeing, the
All-Powerful, the Lord, the Maker and Creator, Ruler, Appointer and Orderer, Father of
All That Have Been and Shall Be. How so? We have seen that he was here first, and that
we arose after him.”

‘And this being that arose first is longer-lived, more beautiful and more powerful than
they are. And it may happen that some being falls from that realm and arises in this
world. Having arisen in this world, he goes forth from the household life into
homelessness. Having gone forth, he by means of effort, exertion, application,
earnestness and right attention attains to such a degree of mental concentration that he
thereby recalls his last existence, but recalls none before that. And he thinks: ‘That
Brahma,......he made us, and he is permanent, stable, eternal, not subject to change, the
same for ever and ever, But we who were created by that Braham, we are impermanent,
unstable, short-lived, fated to fall away, and we have come to this world.” This is the
first case whereby some ascetics and Brahmins are partly Eternalists and partly
Non-Eternalists.

‘When those ascetics and Brahmins who are speculators about the past, the future, or
both, having fixed views, put forward views in sixty-two different ways, that is
conditioned by contact.’

‘That all of these (eternalists and rest) should experience that feeling without contact is
impossible.’

‘With regard to all or these......, they experience these feelings by repeated contact
through the six sensebases; feeling conditions craving; craving conditions clinging
conditions becoming; becoming conditions birth; birth conditions ageing and death,
sorrow, lamentation, sadness and distress.

‘When, monks, a monk understands as they really are the arising and passing away of
the six bases of contact, their attraction and peril, and the deliverance from them, he
knows that which goes beyond all these views.

‘Whatever ascetics and Brahmins who are speculators about the past or the future or
both, having fixed views on the matter and put forth speculative views about it, these are
all trapped in the net with its sixty-two divisions, and wherever they emerge and try to
get out, they are caught and held in this net. Just as a skilled fisherman or his apprentice
might cover a small piece of water with a fine-meshed net, thinking: ‘Whatever larger
creatures there may be in this water, they are all trapped in the net, caught, and held in
the net’, so it is with all these; they are trapped and caught in this net.
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